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NATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 


The American Society of Planning Officials is 
one of the members of a group of National and In- 
ternational Organizations in the Field of Govern- 
ment, with headquarters in Chicago. As a member of 
that group, the Society is able to cooperate with 
and receive assistance from many governmental ad- 
ministrative officers throughout the country. Oth- 
er members of the group are: 

Public Administration Clearing House 

Public Administration Service 

American Legislators’ Association 

American Municipal Association 

American Public Welfare Association 

American Society of Municipal Engineers 

Civil Service Assembly 

Council of State Governments 

Governmental Research Association 

Institute of Municipal Law Officers 

International Association of Public Works 
Officials 

International City Managers’ Association 

Municipal Finance Officers’ Association 

National Association of Housing Officials 

National Association of Tax Assessing Officers 

United States Conference of Mayors 


City and County Planning in Toledo, Ohio 


- Charles E. Hatch, Engineer of the City Plan 
Commission and of the Lucas County Planning Commis- 
sion, has just issued his annual reports for these 
two groups. The City Plan Commission of Toledo has 
been responsible not only for the general planning 
of C.W.A, and F.E.R.A. projects but it has also de- 
signed the individual buildings and supervised 
their construction. A number of projects have al- 
ready been completed under the direction of the 
Planning Commission consisting of a stadium, build- 
ings and improvements in the zoological park, etc. 
Complete inventories have been prepared of land, 
buildings and population in the entire city. Under 
the direction of the Toledo City Planning Commis- 
sion, ground was recently broken for a sanitarium 
900 feet in length. 








Circulars 2 and 5, Federal Housing Administration* 


The Federal Housing Administration, through 
its series of circulars has stressed the impor- 
tance of planning and zoning,if a suitable housing 
program is to be developed. 


Circular 2 contains the following statement: 

"The value of a property is determined, in the 
first instance, not only by the characteristics of 
the property itself, but also by the characteris- 
tics of the neighborhood in which it is located 
and by the fitness of the property to its neighbor- 
hood. The manner in which value is sustained 
through a period of time is dependent upon the de- 
gree to which a satisfactory neighborhood and a 
satisfactory relationship between property and 
neighborhood are maintained." 

"Neighborhoods which are attractively planned 
harmoniously developed,and protected by well-drawn 
and strictly enforced zoning regulations and pro- 
per deed restrictions will receive the most favor- 
able consideration..." 


? 


In Circular 5 we find the following: "In es- 
tablishing and maintaining the soundness of in- 
vestment and mortgage lending in residential prop- 
erties, neighborhood characteristics exert a pro- 
nounced influence. Only those neighborhoods which 
hold qualities making for continuity and stabil- 
ity of use over a period of years provide the se- 


curity essential for long-term mortgage investment: 


Public Works Inventory 


Every Planning Commission in the country 
should familiarize itself with the schedules re- 
cently issued by the Public Works Administration 
and the National Resources Board which provide for 
an inventory of desirable public works. One of 
the projects suggested, which should certainly be 
of interest to planning officials is COMPREHENSIVE 
PLANNING SURVEYS AND STUDIES, Many planning com 
missions have been handicapped in the past by a 
lack of funds. The new public works program may 
make it possible for commmities to procure and 
prepare comprehensive planning programs. 


National Association of Re 


on _ Planning 


At the annual business meeting of the Nation- 
: al Association of Real Estate Boards, held recent- 
ly in Houston, Texas, growing interest was ex- 
pressed in the matter of long range planning. A 
committee report was submitted, providing in part 
as follows: "We recommend the establishment of com- 
petent and permanent Federal,State and local plan- 
ning boards, free from political control, who will 
be charged with the responsibility of providing 
the government with comprehensive local and city 


Estate Boards 


Plans for development and have control and enforce- 


ment of plans affecting housing.” 


* These circulars will be furnished upon request. 


Housing and Planning 


The fact that proper housing cannot be done 
without relating the projects to a plan for the de- 


velopment of the community is again emphasized in (> 
the report of the Lieutenant-Governor'’s Committee — 


on Housing Conditions in Toronto, After an inten- 
sive study of housing conditions in that city, a 
number of recommendations were submitted,the first 
of which was: "That a City Planning Commission for 
Toronto be established immediately. 

"It is essential that a City Planning Commis- 
sion be established forthwith. This would be de- 
sirable even if there were no problems of housing 
in existence. The lack of a single body to plan 
and guide urban development should be a matter of 
concern to all the citizens of Toronto. It is re- 
markable that property owners, industrialists, 
business men, taxpayers and voters, should so long 
have permitted their interests to remain unguard- 
ed. For there is no citizen who does not stand to 
profit, in the long run, from a beautiful, orderly 
and conveniently planned city: there is none who 
does not stand to lose from the waste of a city 
which sprawls haphazard at its outskirts and which 
decays in congestion at its heart. But when we add 
to the need for a body to plan and guide future de- 
velopment the immediate necessity for reconstruct- 
ing certain areas,where housing conditions are be- 
yond the toleration of civic conscience and civic 
pride alike, then the case for a City Planning Com 
mission becomes overwhelming. To undertake the re- 
construction of these areas, at considerable trou- 
ble and expense, without ensuring that the devel- 
opment of the city would be such as to improve, 
rather than degrade, their surroundings or that 
equally obnoxious conditions would not develop 
elsewhere--such a policy would be to reject the 
light which is available and to leap wilfully into 
the dark." 


Planning Our Water Resources* 


"Planning for the use and control of water is 
Plaming for most of the basic functions of the 
life of the Nation. We cannot plan for water un- 
less we also consider the relevant problems of the 
land. We cannot plan for water and land unless we 
plan for the whole people. It is of little use to 
control rivers unless we also master the condi- 
tions which make for the security and freedom of 
human life.....The need for planning arises out of 
the needs and desires of the people. Under the 
proven system of democracy no plan can be imposed 
upon the people. Government may inform, educate, 
and guide. It may mobilize resources for the com- 
mon task. It cannot dictate. What must be sought 
is effective means for carrying out the common pur- 
pose,not only in the interest of the living gener- 
ation but for the protection and enhancement of 
the lives of all the generations to come....We are 
but tenants and transients on the earth. let us 
hand down our heritage not only unimpaired but en- 


*Mississippi Valley Committee (See bibliography. ) 
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riched to those who come after us.” 


Land Use Surveys 





The Federal Housing Administration in cooper- 
ation with the Federal Emergency Relief Administra- 
tion is desirous of launching real property sur- 
veys in a number of selected cities throughout the 
country. These surveys which have sometimes been 
called Land Use Surveys contain information which 
is basic for any planning studies. The information 
so obtained is essential for the development of 
housing programs but it can also be used in many 
other ways and by many city departments. In one 
community, the assessing, health and building de- 
partments joined with the Real Estate Board, the 
Chamber of Commerce and other semi-public organi- 
zations in the development of such a survey which 
was carried on by the Planning Commission. 

The city planning boards in the cities se- 
lected throughout the country will be asked to co- 
operate in the development of these surveys which 
give employment to "white-collar" workers. The in- 
structions sent out by the federal Housing Admin- 
istration to state officials ask that the local 
planning board be contacted first in each of the 
communities selected for such a survey if there is 
such a board. 


East Side Highway Costing $20,000,000 
for New York City 








The New York Times last week carried the fol- 
"Construction in the near future of 
the long-projected East River Drive was predicted 
yesterday by Borough President Samuel Levy of Man- 
hattan, His statement followed the receipt from 
Washington by Mayor La Guardia of assurances that 
the $20,000,000 to $25,000,000 needed for the proj- 
ect probably would be granted soon by the Federal 
Public Works Administration. 

"The building of the East River Drive, cou- 
pled with the completion of the West Side Express 
Highway, would materially advance the ultimate 
plan for an arterial highway around Manhattan Is- 
land... 


The Governors on State Planning 


Governor Landon of Kansas: "In January, 1934, 
I named a state plamning board at the request of 
the Public Works Administration. This board has 
been the means of keeping the needs of the state 
before the various planning agencies in Washington 
I recommend that a state planning law be passed 
which will provide for the appointment of an offi- 
cial planning body as a permanent agency of state 
government." 


Governor Curley of Massachusette: "It is dif- 
ficult to understand the failure of the Common- 
wealth to create a State Plaming Board. Provided 
governmental agencies had created such an institu- 


tion at some time during the past two decades. .the 
severity of the present depression might either 
have been avoided or materially lessened.” 


Governor Bridges of New Hampshire: "I strongly ad- 
vocate the adoption of the principle of State Plan- 
ning and I believe that we should in some way co- 
ordinate State planning with the work of the State 
Development Commission and re-name the Commission, 
If there was a time when we needed thoughtful and 
careful planning for the future, it is today. 

"To meet such development is more than 
straight publicity and advertising. Planning of a 
long-range economic type will play a large part in 
such developments. Plans must be made and leader- 
ship provided, which will help our citizens to im- 
prove our various communities...” 


Governor Blood of Utah: "Planning for the best e- 
conomic development of the State is a very impor- 
tant function of the Government, This type of di- 
rectional forethought in the past has been one of 
the many duties of department heads... 

"The value of purposeful planning was brought 
home forcefully last summer when it became Ikmown 
that Utah was one of the first states to receive 
immediate response to telegraphic petitions for 
drought relief. There was no expensive delay while 
waiting for plans to be drawn... 

"Experiments in long-range planning had been 
so successful that this state was pleased to ac- 
cept the suggestion of the National Planning Board 
to appoint we state planning group which now is 
functioning. " 


Important Billboard Decision 


On January 10th, 1935, the Supreme Court of 
Massachusetts in the case of General Outdoor Adver 
tising Company, Inc., and others ves. Department of 
Public Works upheld the billboard regulations a- 
dopted by the Commissioners of the State Depart- 
ment of Public Works. 

The Court held among other things that the 
billboard business may be regulated under the po- 
lice power;that the billboard companies may be com- 
pelled to relocate their boards without compensa- 
tion; that billboards are responsible for inatten- 
tion and that such inattention is responsible for 
accidents; that they may be regulated in order to 
provide for the safety of travelers; that travelers 
have a right"to a peaceful and unamoyed journey"; 
that a sign over-looking the State House in Boston 
may be refused a permit because it is "an inappro~ 
priate and obnoxious intrusion into that locality: 


Zoning Decisions 


Subsequent issues of the News Letter will al- 
so carry notations of zoning decisions and other 
decisions affecting the planning movement, 








Status of legislation for State Planning 


There are at the present time 43 state plan- 
ning boards in the United States, only a few of 
which were created by specific legislation. In 
California, Illinois, Montana and Virginia, reso- 
lutions were adopted authorizing the creation of 
such boards. The Michigan Planning Board was es- 
tablished under a general act authorizing the Gov- 
ernor to appoint such boards and commissions as he 
deemed necessary. Laws have been enacted in Arkan- 
sas, Kentucky, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Oregon 
and Wisconsin, State planning legislation is pend- 
ing in almost all of the other states. 


Public Works’ Inventory 


Preliminary and incomplete reports of the na- 
tional inventory of proposed public works projects 
show that more than $1,000,000,000 worth of proj- 
ects have been reported from 29 states. This an- 
nouncement was made by Public Works Administrator 
Harold L, Ickes. These are the projects listed up 
to February 9, with incomplete reports from 29 
states and no report whatever from the other 19. 
More than 10,700 specific projects have been 
listed. Complete reports are to be submitted to 
Washington by March 1.Practically all of the proj- 
ects covered by the partial inventory are new pro- 
posals, although a few of them had been submitted 
to PWA heretofore. 


Michigan State Planning Commission 


Governor Frank D, Fitzgerald of Michigan has 
appointed a new State Planning Commission consist- 
ing of Messrs. A, R, Glancy, Chairman;T, Hinchman, 
Harold D. Smith, Frank Wade and A, D. McClure, 
Fred C, Taylor is State Planning Engineer and 
Gregory V. Drumm is Secretary of the Commission. 
Offices are on the 1lth floor of the Fisher Build- 
ing, Detroit. 


Books, Pamphlets and Reports 


NATIONAL RESOURCES BOARD, A Report on National 
Planning and Public Works in Relation to Natural 
Resources and Including Land Use and Water Re- 
sources with Finding Recommendations. December 1, 
1934, 455 pages. United States Government Print- 
ing Office. The first book which every planning 
official should read. 


MODEL LAWS FOR PLANNING CITIES,COUNTIES AND STATES 
By Edward M, Bassett, Frank B, Williams, Alfred 
Bettman and Robert Whitten; Harvard University 
Press, 1935 $2.50 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF TOWN PLANNING, De- 
partment of Public Welfare, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, 11 pages. (Public Document No.103) 


PLANNING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF YOUR OWN NEIGHBOR- 
HOOD: Information Bulletin No, 22, Regional Plan 
Association Inc. 400 Madison Ave., New York City. 


HOUSING ENGLAND (A guide to housing problems an@ 
the building industry presented in a report by the 
Industries Group of PEP (Political & Economic Plan- 
ning) December, 1934, Published by P.E.P. 16 Queen 
Anne's Gate, London, S.W.1, Price 5s. 


THE SOUND USE OF LAND AND WATER by J.Russell Smith 
Survey Graphic February, 1935, Page 63. on 
REPORT OF THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY COMMITTEE of the 
Public Works Administration, Submitted October 1,)™ 
1934 to Harold L, Ickes, Administrator: 234 pages§ Vol. 
United States Government Printing Office, 


REPORT ON THE INCOME AND COST OF SIX DISTRICTS IN 
THE CITY OF BOSTON,December,1934, 44 pages. Sub- 
mitted by the City Planning Board, Boston, Mass. 


THE DESIGN OF RESIDENTIAL AREAS by Thomas Adams, § memb 
Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Harvard City 1. 


Planning Studies VI, (1934) 296 pages. $3.50. 

2. 
MODERN HOUSING by Catherine Bauer, Houghton-Mif- 
flin Company, 2 Park Street, Boston, (1934) 331 
pages. $5.00. + 


A MANUAL IN COUNTY PLANNING by County Planning Com 
missioners’ Association and California State Cham- 
ber of Commerce, San Francisco. (March, 1934) 30 
pages. 





THE HOUSING PROGRAM OF THE CITY OF VIENNA by§ oper 
Charles 0, Hardy and Robert Kuczynski. Brookings§ ly > 
Institution, 722 Jackson Place, Washington, D, C,™ moni 
143 pages. $2.00. 


FINAL REPORT, 1933-1934, NATIONAL PLANNING BOARD 
by Federal Emergency Administration of Public 
Works, Government Printing Office, Washington,D.C,™ for 
119 pages. $2.00, has 
it x 
COUNTY ZONING IN WISCONSIN by Walter A, Rowlands,@ ern 
College of Agriculture, University of Wisconsin,§ and 
Madison (November 1934) 13 pages, _ 

) 
A ZONING MANUAL FOR WISCONSIN CITIES AND VILLAGES§ and 
including a skeleton zoning ordinance, by A, J,™ tior 
Rabuck, League of Wisconsin Municipalities, l14§ ster 
North Carroll Street, Madison. (May 1934) 82-96 
pages. 50¢, 





A Planning Bibliography 


In the very near future, the Society will pub 
lish and distribute to its members a selected bib- 
liography of books, pamphlets and reports on lané 
and community planning. We have had many requests 
for such a bibliography which will include only 
such works as are pertinent today. 





